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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, CVIS, PINS, LA, VS 

SUBJECT: DRV EMBASSY PRESSURE ON VIETNAMESE EMPLOYEES OF 
U.S. MISSION 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE DRV EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE, CLAIMING TO 
BE ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE PRG, HAS MOVED RAPIDLY TO APPLY 
PRESSURE TO THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNITY HERE, INCLUDING VIET- 
NAMESE NATIONALS EMPLOYED BY THE U.S. MISSION. THIS TELE- 
GRAM SUMMARIZES DEBRIEFING OF FIRST MISSION EMPLOYEE TO BE 
CALLED INTO DRV EMBASSY AND DESCRIBES RELATED ASPECTS OF 
SITUATION. THE EFFECT WILL BE RAPID DEMORALIZATION OF OUR 
VIETNAMESE STAFF; TWO EMPLOYEES HAVE ALREADY ASKED FOR 
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REFUGE IN THE U.S., AND MORE ARE LIKELY TO DO SO. WE 
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BELIEVE THE USG HAS SIGNIFICANT OBLIGATIONS TO THESE 
EMPLOYEES AND WE NEED DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE ON AN URGENT 
BASIS. DOCUMENTATION WILL DEFINITELY BE A PROBLEM, SINCE 
WE UNDERSTAND THAILAND IS NOW REFUSING TO ADMIT VIETNAMESE 
NATIONALS SEEKING TO ENTER FROM LAOS. END SUMMARY 

1. THE U.S. MISSION TO LAOS HAS AT PRESENT 75 EMPLOYEES 
WHO ARE VIETNAMESE NATIONALS. ALL HOLD GVN PASSPORTS. 

ONLY 5 ARE TECHNICALLY CONSIDERED TCN EMPLOYEES IN THE 
SENSE THAT THEY WERE BROUGHT TO LACGGE_@ 
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8. TO A GREAT EXTENT THE POSITION OF VIETNAMESE EMPLOYEES 
OF THIS MISSION IS ANALOGOUS TO THAT OF LOCAL EMPLOYEES 
IN VIET NAM. A NUMBER OF FACTORS COMBINE TO PRESENT THE 
Cl .EAR POTENTIAL OF PHYSICAL DANGER TO THESE EMPLOYEES 
AND THEIR FAMILIES: 

A. THE PRESENCE OF THE DRV EMBASSY AND NVA 
FORCES IN LAOS. 

B. THE SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF PRO-COMMUNIST VIET- 
NAMESE WHO HAVE ALREADY BECOME A STRONG-ARM FORCE 
FOR THE DRV. 

C. THE GROWING INFLUENCE OF THE PATHET LAO IN 

THE PGNU, WHICH MAKES IT UNLIKELY THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT WILL PROVIDE NORMAL STANDARDS OF PROTECTION 
FROM INTIMIDATION OR VIOLENCE. 

D. THE FACT THAT OUR EMPLOYEES ARE VIEWED BY ALL 
CONCERNED AS HAVING SUPPORT THE US WAR EFFORT. 

E. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THAI IMMIGRATION 
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AUTHORITIES ARE REFUSING ENTRANCE TO BEARERS OF 
GVN PASSPORTS, THUS EFFECTIVELY ISOLATING THEM IN 
LAOS. 

9. ONE OTHER VIETNAMESE EMPLOYEE (FSL) HAS ALREADY ASKED TO 
BE TAKEN TO THE U.S. OTHERS CLEARLY ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED 
ABOUT THEIR SAFETY. EMBASSY SO FAR HAS HAD TO BE NON- 
COMMITTAL IN RESPONSE. WE NOW REQUIRE POLICY GUIDANCE ON 
THIS QUESTION. THE QUESTION IS A DIFFICULT ONE, AS THE PGNU 
CANNOT BE COUNTED ON TO SANCTION ANY "EVACUATION" OF U.S. 

MISSION EMPLOYEES AND THEIR FAMILIES. THE UNCERTAINTY 
SURROUNDING THE VALIDITY OF GVN PASSPORTS AND THE FACT 
THAT SOME OF THE EMPLOYEES CONCERNED MAY NOW HAVE NO 
PASSPORT AT ALL ARE FURTHER COMPLICATIONS. EMBASSY RE- 
QUESTS AUTHORITY TO CLASSIFY SUCH EMPLOYEES AND THEIR 
FAMILIES AS IT DEEMS NECESSARY AS REFUGEES FOR PURPOSE 

OF IMMIGRATION TO THE U.S. IN THE SAME STATUS AS LOCAL 
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EMPLOYEES OF THE MISSION TO VIET-NAM. WE ALSO NEED GUIDANCE 
ON QUESTION OF TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION, ASSUMING THAT GVN 
PASSPORTS MAY NOT BE RECOGNIZED FOR ENTRY INTO THAILAND 
OR EVEN FOR DEPARTURE FROM LAOS AND THAT SOME POTENTIAL 
TRAVELERS MAY BE COMPLETELY WITHOUT DOCUMENTATION. 

10. PLEASE ADVISE ASAP, AS PRESSURES ON THE EMPLOYEES 
CONCERNED IS INCREASING HOURLY. 

CHAPMAN 
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